
 
Tentative Agenda; Subject to Change 

     

Thursday, September 16, 2021 

 

7:00 am  Registration, Check-in & Breakfast 

   

7:45 am  Welcome BSC President Doug Jensen Bavendick Stateroom 

 

8:00 am 
 Bison: From Whence They 

Came 

Jon Eagle Sr.  
Bavendick Stateroom 

  Jon Eagle Sr. is the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer- Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. 

 

8:45 am 
 Why Does the Buffalo 

Matter? 
Dan Flores    Bavendick Stateroom 

  From his book American Serengeti: “[T]his single animal’s end-game exemplifies the whole 

declensionist story of the relationship between Americans and nature over the past five 

centuries.” 

  Dan Flores is an American writer and historian who specializes in cultural and 

environmental studies of the American West. He held the A.B. Hammond Chair in Western 

History at the University of Montana in Missoula, Montana until he retired in May 2014. 

 

9:30 am  Break/Book Signing 

 

10:00 am 
 Bison Arrival to North 

America 
Dr. Duane Froese   Bavendick Stateroom 

  From his paper “Fossil and genomic evidence constrains the timing of bison arrival in 

North America,” in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the U.S.A.: “After 

their invasion [from Asia], bison rapidly colonized North America during the last 

interglaciation, spreading from Alaska through continental North America; they have been 

continuously resident since then.” 

  Dr. Duane Froese, Canada Research Chair in Northern Environmental Change, studies 

environmental change in northern Canada and Alaska. 

   

10:45 am 

 Cultural and Historical 

Significance of the American 

Bison 

Dakota Goodhouse  Bavendick Stateroom 

   

From his article “Remembering the Cannon Ball River” in On Second Thought, “The Lakota 

people keep their collective memory alive in pictographic records called winter counts. 

One such winter count, the Brown Hat Winter Count, reaches back to what ethnologists 

and historians might call ‘myth-history,’ to circa 901 CE. This history reaches back 

hundreds of years and recalls the arrival of the horse in 1692, the first horse-stealing raid 

in 1706, intertribal conflict, contact with traders, smallpox, star falls, eclipses, comets, sun 
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dances, white bison hunts, conflicts with soldiers, treaties, the arrival of settlers, the 

boarding school and reservation era, and human survival.” In his presentation, he will use 

this cultural, historical, and geographical knowledge to paint a tapestry that will include, 

among many topics, the emergence of bison, the significance of the bison to his and 

other tribes, the importance of White Buffalo Calf woman, buffalo jumps, and the Buffalo 

Society.   

 

Dakota Goodhouse is an enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. He is the Native 

American Studies instructor at United Tribes Technical College, which is owned and 

operated by five federally recognized tribes in North Dakota.  

   

   

11:30 am  Lunch 

     

12:00 pm 

 Fieldtrips Synopses-

Southwest North Dakota 

and Standing Rock 

Francie Berg Bavendick Stateroom 

  From her Buffalo Trails in the Dakota Buttes, "The story of the buffalo--that powerful, 

resilient, magnificent creature--as an American story. In large part it is an Indian story. For 

thousands of years they flourished together, and as is fitting, Native Americans were in 

charge of the final hunts." 

  Francie Berg,  teacher, historian, and author, has written 17 books with ranching roots in the 

Old West. Her earlier book Buffalo Trails in the Dakota Buttes provides a self-guided tour of 

10 historic and contemporary buffalo sites in western North Dakota and South Dakota. A 

graduate of Montana State University, she also has a masters degree in family and 

anthropology from the University of Minnesota. 

 

12:45 pm  Destruction of the Bison Andrew C. Isenberg 

 

Bavendick Stateroom 

  From his book The Destruction of the Bison, “On its surface, the encounter between the 

Old and New Worlds that led to the destruction of the bison appears to be a simple 

matter: Indian and Euroamerican hunters pushed the species to the brink of extinction for 

commercial profit. In the nineteenth century, they slaughtered millions of bison and 

brought to market the animals’ hides, meat, tongues, and bones. Like other environmental 

catastrophes in the American West . . . the destruction of the bison was, in part, the result 

of the unsustainable exploitation of natural resources.” 

  Andrew C. Isenberg, Hall Distinguished Professor of American History, University of Kansas. 

Isenberg specializes in Environmental History, North American West, Borderlands, and 

Native Americans. 

     

1:30 pm 
 Return of the Bison: A Panel 

Discussion 

 
Bavendick Stateroom 

  Panel discussion on the Department of Interior's Long-Term Initiative to Conserve the 

American Bison to tribal and federal lands and in the issues, positive and negative, of 

restoring bison to the West. 
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  Arnell D. Abold, an enrolled member of the Oglala Lakota (Sioux) Tribe, was recently 

appointed to the position of the Executive Director for the InterTribal Buffalo Council. She is 

the first Native woman to serve as Director of ITBC since its inception in 1992.   

 

Jason Baldes, Eastern Shoshone Wind River native, graduated from Montana State with a 

bachelor’s degree in land resources and environmental sciences, and then went on to earn 

his master’s in the same field. His goal is restoring buffalo to their native grazing land.  

 

Corissa Busse is the Western South Dakota Conservation Manager for The Nature 

Conservancy in MN, ND, SD.   

 

Brendan Moynahan is Research Coordinator and Science Advisor to the National Park 

Service and Chairs the Department of Interior's Bison Working Group.   

 

3:00 pm  Break/Book Signing/Displays 

     

3:30 pm 

 Bison and Healthy Indian 

Communities: A Panel 

Discussion 

 

Bavendick Stateroom 

  A panel discussion on the healthy benefits of the return of the bison to Indian 

communities.  

 

  Scott J. Davis, facilitator, Executive Director of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission  

 

Donald Warne, MD, MPH is the Associate Dean of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion as well as 

the Director of the Indians Into Medicine (INMED) and Master of Public Health Programs, 

and Professor of Family and Community Medicine at the School of Medicine and Health 

Sciences at the University of North Dakota. Dr. Warne is a member of the Oglala 

Lakota tribe from Pine Ridge, SD and comes from a long line of traditional healers and 

medicine men. He received his MD from Stanford University School of Medicine and his MPH 

from Harvard School of Public Health.   
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6:00 pm  Reception - Heritage Center—will have appropriate galleries open 

   

6:30 pm 
 

Drumming and Dance 
 Northern Lights Atrium, 

Heritage Center 

  (Lorraine Davis has contacts for drummers and dancers.) 

   

   

7:00 pm 

 Documentary: Bring Them 

Home, and Short Fiction 

Film: Iniskim, with 

introduction and Q&A by 

filmmaker Daniel Glick  

and Blackfeet Tribal 

Member Ervin Carlson  

 

Russell Reid Auditorium, 

Heritage Center 

  The documentary is an intimate look at the only indigenous tribal-led buffalo drive in 

North America. Bring Them Home follows members of the Blackfeet Nation as they 

experience the power of the American bison while driving their herd through rough 

terrain and hostile weather to their winter pasture – a rare ritual of stewardship that brings 

hope for a modern-day cultural rebirth. The second film, Iniskim, is a short fiction film 

about a young woman's experience on the drive and how it begins to heal her. It was 

nominated for 3 Emmys and won one. 

  Daniel Glick is an Emmy-winning producer, writer, director, cinematographer and editor. 

Daniel's work have won numerous film festival awards and covers a wide range of themes, 

including indigenous rights, the power of the arts, social justice, conservation and wildlife. 

Ervin Carlson is a member of the Blackfeet Nation in Montana. He is the Director of the 

Blackfeet Buffalo Program and President of the InterTribal Buffalo Council.  

 

  

In partnership with: 
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Friday, September 17, 2021 

   

7:15 am  Check-in for Tour; Receive Bus Assignments 

   

7:45 am 

CT 

 Buses leave Bismarck from BSC 

     

9:00 am 

MT 

 
Kokomo Sculpture Gallery 

 
Lemmon, SD 

 
 View the astounding sculpture collection of internationally known sculptor, John Lopez, 

including this famous full-size fighting buffalo pair, and much more. 

   

9:40 am  Petrified Park  Lemmon, SD 

  Quick stop at 1930s Petrified Park: 1 ½ city blocks filled with petrified wood and 

cannonball fantasies. Distribute Hugh Glass Rendezvous flyers. 

   

10:45 am  Shadehill Buffalo Jump   

 

 TBD For thousands of years before they had horses and guns, Native Americans on the 

Northern Plains knew the secrets of drive lines and the buffalo jump. No one knew their 

prey better than these seasoned hunters. Shadehill is identified as an authentic buffalo 

jump by the South Dakota office of the Bureau of Land Management and also by an 

archeological team from the University of North Dakota. 

   

11:45 am  Lunch at Shadehill Recreation Area (or Summerville Café) 

   

1:45 pm  Jim Strand’s buffalo herd   

  We will visit Jim Strand’s herd of around 400 buffalo in the pasture. Jim, the herdsman,  

customarily circles the herd with the feed wagon for us and the buffalo come running. 

Everyone stays on the buses, and can take photos safely from the windows as the buffalo 

mill close around. It’s a rare opportunity to watch a large buffalo herd close-up and 

moving. 

   

  Note: Non-native visitors to the following two sites will view these locations from an 

historical perspective. However, it’s important that we remember that for Natives, these sites 

represent sorrow and sadness. For Natives, these sites represent the end of an economic and 

cultural way of life. We ask that visitors be mindful and respectful of that reality. 

 

   

3:15 pm  Hiddenwood Hunt historic 

site 

  

  This historic site is where “The Great Buffalo Hunt” began in June 1882, in this broad fertile 

valley near Hiddenwood Cliff. The large hunting party of 2,000 men, women and children 

had left Fort Yates, 100 miles east, on June 10, 1882, moving slowly. Quietly, feverishly, the 

hunters spread out along the flanks. Running Antelope gave the signal. The hunters 

swooped down at full speed, dashing among the buffalo as they attacked from the hills 

on both sides of Hiddenwood Creek. They killed 2,000 buffalo on that first day. On the 
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third day they hunted again and killed 3,000 for a total of 5,000. Then they stopped to 

care for the meat and hides. 

   

4:30 pm  Last Stand Sitting Bull Hunt   

  This is where the American buffalo made their last stand—in this remote and beautiful 

valley of the North Grand River and others like it within a radius of perhaps 30 or 40  

miles. It could be the place where at the very end in the fall of 1883, Sitting Bull and his  

band killed the very last wild buffalo in their two-day hunt. Local people have long called  

this the Butchering Site because of the many buffalo skulls and other buffalo bones found  

here. 

   

5:30 pm  Buffalo Dinner, Hettinger 

Museum 

  

   

6:30 pm  Prairie Thunder, Museum   

    

     

7:30 pm 

MT 

 

11:00 pm 

CT 

 Leave for Bismarck 

 

 

Arrive back in Bismarck 

  

 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 

Excursion tentative; contingent on COVID-19 protocol closer to event. 

 

9:00 am  Buses depart Bismarck for Standing Rock 

 

 

 

 

4:00 pm 

 

Additional agenda TBD 

Lakota Bison Traditions 

 

Buses depart Sitting Bull College 

 


