
English 110/Fall 2018/Crowley                Assignment for Paper Two 

In this paper, you will be proposing a solution to a problem. We have started studying examples of this 

type of essay in the Axelrod and Cooper book (228-252) to give you some ideas about how to approach a 

project like this. The problem you’re going to tackle in this paper is academic dishonesty. We will 

discuss plagiarism and other issues of academic integrity in class, and in this paper you are going to 

propose a solution that will deter students from cheating or committing plagiarism. Your paper must 

have a thesis statement that argues why your proposed solution would be effective. 

 

This issue gets talked about a lot in classrooms, so you’re going to be exploring the issue in this paper and 

proposing a solution that you think would be favorable for students, teachers, and administration. This is 

your chance to weigh in on an issue that affects you and offer your insight and your ideas about what 

might solve this problem. 

 

For this paper you must find 1-2 sources through the BSC databases (not simple web searches) 

and incorporate them into your essay. As you put together your ideas for this paper, think about your 

own experiences or those of friends or fellow students. That can help you determine what sources would 

be most useful for you as you write this paper. Despite precautions, students keep coming up with ways to 

cheat and teachers keep coming up with new ways to try to stop them from doing so. What would it take 

to get students to stop?  

 

Some questions to consider are: 

 Why do students cheat or plagiarize? 

 How do they do it? 

 What do students consider cheating or plagiarism? How is that different (or is it) from what 

teachers consider as academic dishonesty? 

 What is more effective in deterring academic dishonesty—harsh penalties? Education?  

 How would you recommend the issue be approached in the classroom? 

 What responsibilities do you think students should have? Teachers? School administration? 

 

When you are proposing your solution, remember to be specific. If you are advocating for more education 

about academic dishonesty, give specific examples of what teachers should talk about. If you think the 

penalties need to be tough for cheating, give examples. You will need to write a Works Cited page and 

include in-text citations in your paper (we will cover this in class).  

 

Length: 4 full pages, not including the works cited page  

Format: MLA format (in Hacker handbook)  

Solution and Research Plan due: Wednesday, September 26 

Thesis and Works Cited due: Wednesday, October 3  

Peer Review:   Friday, October 12 

Due date:   Monday, October 15 


