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For your last essay assignment, you will be writing a research analysis on a career you would 
like to know more about.   
 
Your Writing Assignment: Write an analysis about how a specific career (one that you 
are interested in learning more about) will impact your life/lifestyle. In writing your analysis, 
you will use research to find out more about the career, so you can decide what positives and 
negatives there are to this career. This analysis should include information on these 
areas:   how the job duties of that career impact you, how the salary impacts you, and how the 
job market for that career might or might not fit in your lifestyle.  However, do not just limit 
your essay to those three items. Many job details you could analyze as positives or negatives 
might be specific to the career you choose. For example, if you chose police work, a negative 
for you might be the danger of the career or for power plant technicians, the shift work 
might be a negative. Most importantly, you will analyze how each positive or negative fits or 
does not fit with your life and analyze WHY it is a positive or negative. Thus, all your body 
paragraphs will have analysis of what about this career is a positive or negative for your life and 
lifestyle.  Because of this, you should be using 1st person to write your paper since it is about 
how it fits you specifically.  
 
Documented Research Requirements: You are required to use five research sources on this 
essay, and at least three different types of sources—i.e. three of these types: books, credible 
web sites, magazines, journals, newspaper articles, government documents, etc.). You can 
certainly use more than three types of sources if needed, however. I strongly recommend you 
use the government website (cite as a government document): http://www.bls.gov. Any time 
you use information or ideas from sources, you must cite those sources. Otherwise it is 
plagiarism. NOTE WELL: I WILL CHECK ALL OF YOUR SOURCES FOR PLAGIARISM. 
 
Works Cited: A Works Cited page is required for this assignment. This should be the last page of 
your paper. Do not use programs to help you cite your paper--do it yourself since most of the 
program are inaccurate, including the citations on web pages and government documents. 
 
Format:  

• updated MLA format--see your Pocket Style Manual for details for page layout and all citations 
• 3-4 pages typed (3 full pages minimum requirement, not including the works cited page) 
• works cited page 
• double-spaced 
• 12 point Times New Roman font 
• 1” margins 
• only allowed one long quote ( a quote 5 lines or longer) 

 


